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Old Saybrook Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes of December 3, 2003


I. CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Judith Gallicchio called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.
II. ROLL CALL

Attending Members



Absent Members
Judith Gallicchio, Chairman


Richard Tietjen, Regular Member

Robert McIntyre, Vice Chairman

Stuart Hanes, Secretary

Kathleen Smith, Regular Member

Salvatore Aresco, Alternate Member

James Conroy, Alternate Member

Janice Esty, Alternate Member

Attending Staff

Christine Nelson, Town Planner

Bryan Zielinski, Recording Clerk

V. WORKSHOP

A. Implementation of Plan of Conservation & Development

Christine Nelson, Town Planner, began the discussion with a brief overview of the process of adopting the Plan of Conservation & Development.  Before proceeding to adopt the plan, the Planning Commission distributed copies to every town commission and board to gather comments.  After addressing the comments of all commissions, boards, and town meeting attendants at the presentation, the plan received approval from the town’s legislative body.

The commission reviewed the procedural checklist of the Plan of Conservation & Development to determine what responsibilities they have in addressing the town’s land use.  All members commented on the most important aspects of planning for the future and how other commissions and boards can assist.  Developing a sidewalk plan with the most favorable locations and design specifications might help connect future subdivisions to the town’s resources.  Conservation easements will also need addressing to establish a uniform approach to creating and enforcing them.  Before the next regular meeting, commission members will review the procedural checklist to identify issues of importance for aiding the commission in future land use decisions.

VII. REGULAR BUSINESS

A. Committee, Representative & Staff Reports

Christine Nelson, Town Planner, would like to set up appointments with commission members to review proper parliamentary procedures and the town’s zoning regulations.

B. Correspondence

MOTION to approve the Planning Commission Scheduled Meeting Dates for 2004.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Kathleen Smith.  APPROVED 4-0-0.

C. Minutes

The commission reviewed the Regular Meeting Minutes of November 5, 2003 and made the following amendments:

Add paragraph to “River’s End” Subdivision-
The Commission discussed the location and purpose of the public access viewing area, open space, and conservation easement.  Commission members felt that the viewing area, open space, and conservation easement do not meet the open space section of the subdivision regulations nor meet the intent of the Coastal Area Management Act.  The viewing area is not sited in the most favorable place to view Ragged Rock Creek and would require substantial tree clearing before providing a view.  Also, trees and vegetation within the proposed conservation easement were cleared, destroying the buffer between the development and wetlands.

Add sentence after defeated motion-

Chairman Gallicchio stated that “in view of the vote, 0-5-0, the motion has failed and therefore the subdivision is denied.”

MOTION to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of November 5, 2003 as amended.  MOVED by Robert McIntyre.  SECONDED by Stuart Hanes.  APPROVED 4-0-0.

The commission reviewed the Regular Meeting Minutes of November 19, 2003 and made the following amendment:

Add to: Attending Members-

Kathleen Smith, Regular Member (non voting pending official swearing in)

MOTION to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of November 19, 2003 as amended.  MOVED by Robert McIntyre.  SECONDED by Kathleen Smith.  APPROVED 3-0-1.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION to adjourn the meeting at 10:20 p.m. until the next regularly scheduled meeting on December 17, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. at Pasbeshauke Pavilion, 155 College Street, Saybrook Point.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Robert McIntyre.  APPROVED 4-0-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Bryan Zielinski, Recording Clerk
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